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1 . SUMMARY: A WEST BERLIN NEWSPAPER BROKE THE STORY 

OF THE REICHSBAHN DEMAND FOR A TARIFF INCREASE FOR ALLIED 
TRAINS ON FEBRUARY 3. ALLIED SPOKESMEN ARE CONTINUING 
"NO COMMENT" STANCE, AND OTHER NEWSPAPERS HAVE NOT YET 
PICKED UP ON THE ARTICLE. END SUMMARY. 

2. CONSERVATIVE SPRINGER DAILY NEWSPAPER BERLINER 
MORGENPOST ON FEBRUARY 3RD PUBLISHED A BRIEF ACCOUNT 
OF THE REICHSBAHN FARE INCREASE FOR ALLIED TRAINS. 
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COMMENTS ON REICHSBAHN TARIFFS, WHICH WERE PART OF 
SHORT ARTICLE ENTITLED 'MOSCOW'S PROTESTS AGAINST 
GENSCHER AND BUBACK," NOTED THE GDR DEMAND FOR DRASTIC 
INCREASES IN RAILROAD TARIFFS FOR ALLIED TRAINS, AND 
ADDED THAT UP UNTIL NOW THESE QUESTIONS HAD ALWAYS 
BEEN HANDLED BY THE FOUR VICTORIUS POWERS. QUOTING 
SOURCES IN BONN, MORGENPOST REMARKED THAT WITH ITS 
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DEMANDS, THE GDR WANTED TO ESTABLISH ITS OWN COM- 
PETENCE AND MAKE THE WESTERN ALLIES TIS "CONVERSATION 
PARTNERS." IT TERMED AN INCREASE OF 80 PFENNIGS PER 
AXLE AND KILOMETER BASED ON TARIFF INCREASES BY THE 
BUNDESBAHN "UNTENABLE". MORGENPOSTS'S CONCLUSION 
WAS THAT MOSCOW WOULD BE ADVISED THAT THE GDR IS 
NOT COMPETENT ON THE MATTER OF REICHSBAHN TARIFFS. 

3. SO FAR, OTHER LOCAL NEWSPAPERS HAVE NOT PICKED 
UP REICHSBAHN STORY, ALTHOUGH WE EXPECT THEY WILL. 
ASSOCIATED PRESS QUERIED U.S. AND BRITISH SPOKESMEN 
ON FEBRUARY 3 IN SUCH DETAIL AS TO IMPLY CONSIDER- 
ABLE KNOWLEDGE OF THE ISSUE. ALLIED SPOKESMEN 
ADHERED TO STANDARD POSITION THAT NO COMMENT WOULD 
BE MADE ON MATTERS BETWEEN THE WESTERN ALLIES AND 
THE SOVIET UNION, ALTHOUGH BRITISH SPOKESMAN IN 
BERLIN ADDED THAT TARIFF QUESTION WAS SUBJECT FOR 
DISCUSSION BETWEEN REICHSBAHN AND BUNDESBAHN, IN 
ESSENCE ADMITTING THAT PROBLEM EXISTS. 

4. WE EXPECT MORE OF STORY WILL OUT BECAUSE SO MANY PARTIES 
ARE PRIVY TO IT. NEVERTHELESS, WE DO NOT WANT ALLIES 

TO BE SOURCE, AND ARE THEREFORE STICKING TO STANDARD 
PRESS GUIDANCE. WE ASSUME ADDRESSEES DOING LIKEWISE. 

5. USCOB CONCURS. GEORGE 
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